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 There are numerous professional groups and individuals working for world peace.  The 
reality is, however, that wars between nations or within nations still cause untold human 
deaths and casualties.  World peace, a condition where war no longer affects human 
societies, is a long way off.  This research focuses on how to end wars and restore a 
sustainable, positive peace to those who have experienced the horrors of war. 
 More specifically, this study focuses on the military’s role in peacebuilding.  In the last 
twenty years, post-war peacebuilding has emerged as a powerful method that helps nations 
recover from war.  Soldiers, whether they are part of an international intervention attempting 
to end the war or a member of a United Nations peacekeeping mission, have an important 
role to play.  Today, soldiers do more than win their nation’s wars; they also help other 
nations and their citizens recover from war. In the last few decades, civilians from 
organizations like the United Nations, other intergovernmental organizations, other 
governments and nongovernmental organizations have responded to help nations recover 
from war or a violent conflict.  There is no argument that civilians are better at peacebuilding 
than the military, yet the military is moving into this realm more and more. 
 So what are the roles of the military and civilians? This research project answers these 
questions.  The critical factor in determining what the military does and what civilians do is 
based on security.  If security is good, civilians can perform all the aspects of peacebuilding. 
Conversely, if security is lacking, then the military must step in and take on the various parts 
of peacebuilding. Security, however, is not like a light switch, on or off, good or bad. It is 
more like a rheostat with varying degrees of security.  This research defines five levels of 
security and then seeks to find the fine lines where civilians can replace the military in 
peacebuilding functions. 
 Current peacebuilding ideas have evolved from practice, but behind that practice are 
some relevant conflict and conflict resolution theories.  These theories are explored and ideas 
for future peacebuilders are identified.  Analysis of real world peacebuilding has led to the 
creation of various functions that help peacebuilders restore a society after a war. These 
functional areas are: security, humanitarian assistance, governance, rule of law, infrastructure 
restoration, economic development and reconciliation.  Who performs each of these 
functional areas is directly related to the security conditions. 
 This research uses both quantitative and qualitative methods to explore how security 
impacts the role of the military in peacebuilding.  Qualitatively, two case studies are 
explored, post-World War II Germany and Kosovo. Quantitatively, this research explored the 



issue through a questionnaire that was taken by 579 soldiers, civilians and experts in 
peacebuilding. In the end, the hypothesis was proven that the military’s role in peacebuilding 
is inversely linked to the level of security. If security is sufficient, civilians do the work; and 
if security is deficient, then the military’s role is larger. 
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